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Amended Claims 

1 , A composition for /preventing or reducing the incidence of adhesions in or 
associated with a body cavity comprising an aqueous formulation containing 
the polysaccharide dextrin in an amount effective, to prevent or reduce such 
adhesions, whsrmn the dextrin contains more than 15% of polymers with a 
degree of polymerisation (DP) greater than 12 and acts as an osmotic agent to 
maintain a volume of the aqueous formulation in the body cavity serving to 
separate tissues which otherwise may adhere to each other. 

A composition according to Claim 1 wherein the aqueous formulation is a 
solution. 



3. A composition according to Claim 1 wherein the aqueous formulation is a 
15 gel 

(L\QL\fY\ » 

4. A composition according to any-precedmgxlaimjwherein the percentage of a- 
1 >6 linkages in the dextrin is less than 1 0%. 



20 5. A composition according to Claim 4 wherein the percentage of a-1,6 linkages 
in the dextrin is less than 5%. 

A composition according to anj^preceding-elaim wherein the number average 
molecular weight (Mn) of the dextrin is in the range 1,000 to 30,000. 



25 



7. A composition according to Claim 6 wherein the Mn of the dextrin is in the 
range 3,000 to 8,000. 



V 8. A composition according to a ny precedtng-elaim wherein the weight average 



30 molecular wcifght (Mw) ihc of dextrin is in the range 3,000 to 50,000. 
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9. A composition according to Claim 8 wherein the Mw of the dextrin is from 
5,000 to 50,000. 

^ — 10, A composition a ccordin g t o as y-o£- Claims-H> wherein the dextrin contains 

5 more than 50% of polymers with a degree of polymerisation (DP) greater than 

12. 

Qj^y 11. A composition according to any^preceriing claim wherein the dextrin is 

unsubstituted dextrin. 

CLk-^ 12. A composition according to any of Claims 1-^-1-0 wherein the dextrin is 

substituted by one or/nore different groups selected from the group consisting 
of negatively cWged groups, sulfate groups, neutral groups, positively 
charged groups and quaternary ammonium groups. 




13- A composition according to Claim 12 wherein the dextrin is sulfated dextrin 
containing al least one sulfate group per saccharide (glucose) unit. 

14. A composition according to any-p receding chum in which the dextrin is 
20 present in aa amount of from 2.5- L 8 % by weight of the composition. 



15. A composition according to Claim 14 in which the dextrin is present in an 
amount of from 3-S % by weigjht of the composition. 



25 ] 6. A composition according to c ither - of Claims 1 4 or 1-5 in which the dextrin is 
present in an amount of about 4 % by weight of the composition. 

C\gU<y\ \ 

Q_^_y 17. A composition according to any-preceding olnira which Further includes a 

calcium binding agent. 

30 
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18. A composition 
either EDT/ 



according to Claim 1 7 wherein the calcium binding agent is 



or sodium citrate. 



19^ A composition according to aB^-p reced jag-etekn which further includes a 

suitable lubricant. ~ 




20. A composition according to Claim 19 wherein the lubricant is a phospholipid. 

A composition according to any-prece din g c l a im which further includes a 
hyalurefnate. 

A composition according tc any^preceding^aim which further includes a 
ompound selected from one or more of the following compounds, 
gly^olaminoglycan, an antibiotic agent, prostacyclin or an analogue thereof, 
a fibrinolytic agent or an analogue thereof, an anti-inflammatory agent or an 
analogue thereby dextrin sulphate and/or methylene blue. 



23. A method of preventi^sor reducing the incidence of adhesions in or 
associated with a body cavit^which comprises introducing into the body 

20 cavity an aqueous formulation containing the polysaccharide dextrin in an 

amount effective to prevent or reducesriie Incidence of such adhesions, 
wherein the dextrin contains more than lS^/^qf polymers with a degree of 
polymerisation (DP) greater than 1 2 and acts as anb^motic agent to maintain 
a volume of the aqueous formulation in the body cavity^erving to separate 

25 tissues which otherwise may adhere to each other. 

24. A method according to Claim 23 wherein the aqueous formulation is a 
solution. 

30 25. A method according to ClayiL23 wherein the aqueous formulation is a gel. 
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26. A method according to aay-o£- Clauus 23-2 5 wherein said composition is 
applied to the appropriate body cavity after a surgical operation has been 
earned out. 



Co 



27. A method according to a ny of Clai ms 23^2 6 wherein the composition is 
allowed to remain in the body cavity for a minimum of 2 to 3 days. 



28. A method according to any-o f C laim s -23-2-7 wherein the composition is 
allowed to remain in the body cavity over the period during which fibrin 

1 0 exudation is at a maximum. 

29. A method according t6 any of Cl airos-23^28 wherein the composition remains 
in the body cavity tor a period of up to 7 to 8 days in order to allow 
restoration of non-stick surfaces (mesothelium regeneration). 

/ A method according to any of Claims— 2-3=29 wherein the composition is 
| ( applied to the peritoneal cavity in a volume in the range 500-2000 ml. 

A method according to Claim 30 wherein the composition is applied to the 
peritoneal cavity in a volume in the range 1 000 ml- 1 500 ml. 

32. A method according to any of wherein the dextrin is applied to 

the appropriate body cavity in differing concentrations over a concentration 
range of 2 J- 1 8 % by weight of the composition. 
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33. A method according to Claim 32 wherein the dextrin is applied to the 
appropriate body cavity in differing concentrations over a concentration range 
of 3-5 % by weight of the composition. 
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34. A method according to either Claims 1? or 33 wherein the dextrin is applied 
to the appropriate body cavity in an amount of about 4 % by weight of the 
composition. 

c \cu^ ^3 _ 

35. A method according to a ny of Cl a ims 2 - 3 - 3 4 wherein the concentration range 
of the dextrin is selectively altered over a period of time. 

, comprising an aqueous formulation of 




A kit according to Claim 36 wherein the aqueous formulation is either a 
solution or a gel. 

Use of a composition according to Claim 1 and optionally including any-efie 
or more of the features of Claims 2-22 for preventing oi>re<mcing the 
incidence of adhesions in opassSElat^d with a body^eartoty which comprises 
introducing into the body cavhhr m^^que^ds' formulation containing the 
polysaccharide dextrin wherein Jthef^extrin contains more than 15% of 
polymers with a degree jj£^*6lymenisauon (DPX-greater than 12 and acts as an 
osmotic agent to-ifcaintain a voiiw^of' the aqueous formulation in the body 
cavity^aerving to separate tissues which otherwise may adhere to each other. 
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39. Products containing an aqueous formulation of th^ polysaccharide dextrin and 
any one or more of the features of C laim s^ 17-22 as a combined preparation 
for use in preventing or reducing the incidence of adhesions in or associated 
with a body cavity wherein the dcxtrmbertpins more than 15% of polymers 
with a degree of polymerisation (DP) gre$fter than 12 and acts as an osmotic 
agent to maintain a volume of the aqueous formuLation in the body cavity 
serving to separate tissues which otherwise may adhere to each other* 
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